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April , 1974

His ]eelleey
Joseph M.A.H. Luna
Secretary General
North Atls.ntic Treaty
Organi z*t ion

Brussels

Dear Joseph:

Enclosed is a corrí of the official text of Presi1ent Nixon's
proletion on the 25th Anniversary of NATO. I ni sending

a cop' of this letter to all of the Pernnent Pepresentative.

8incerelr,

Donald Rusfeld
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lllJ Excellency 
Joseph M.A.R. Luna 
Secl'etB.l'T GenersJ. 
NGrth Atlantic Treaty 
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April 1i. 1974 

Eru::loae.d i8 So f%OW or th.e official. text 0" PrGSid.~nt Nixon's 
prMlematiou on the 25t.h .Am1iverEJM"Y or lfA'rO. I am $end.i~ 
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25th ANNIVERSARY OF NATO
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

A quarter-century ago, on Aprii i, 19)49, n Washington,
twelve nations, unted in a determination to preserve their freedoms,
integrity, and common heritage, signed the North Atlantic Treaty. In
succeeding years Greece, Turkey and the Federal Republic of Germany
became parties to that accord and members of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization -- which was established to fulfill the Treaty's commitment
to a joint defense.

In those early years the military threat to the West was clear.
Today, while collective defense remains the first task of the Alliance,
opportunities have arisen -- resulting from more than two decades of
Western cohesion -- which have allowed the Allies to engage in a broad
new enterprise aimed at reducing tensions between East and West.

The Atlantic Alliance remains the cornerstone of United States
foreign policy. In addition to advancing the cause of peace, members
can enlarge the purposes of our historic Alliance by reinvigorating our
association to meet the interrelated security, political, economic, and
environmental problems that conrront us in the complex world of this decade
and beyond. Understanding, cooperation, and consultation must he the
hallmark of our on-going relationship. 'the achievements of the pas-L must
not be sacrificed to the pursuit of national interests narrowly conceived.
I rededicate the United States today to that course, for it is only in this
way that the Atlantic nations can truly serve the cause of peace and
prosperity for succeeding generations.

Now, therefore, I, Richard Nixon, President of the United States
of America, do hereby direct the attention of the nation to this the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the signing of the North Atlantic Treaty;
and I call upon all agencies and officials of the Federal Government, upon
the Governors of the States, and upon the officers of local governments
to encourage and facilitate the suitable observance of this event throughout t;hi
25th Anniversary year with particular attention to April, the month which
marks the historic signing of the Treaty.

I also urge all citizens to participate in appropriate activities
and. ceremonies in recognition oC the achievement of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization and its contribution to America's security and well-
hein.

-! n witneni whereo f, T have hereunto set my hand this third day of
Aprii, in the year o1 our Lord nneteen hundred seventy-four, and of the
independence of the ljnited States of America the one hundred ninety-eighth.
Richard Nixon.
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integrity, and common heritage, signed the North Atlantic Treaty. In 
succeeding years Greece, Turkey and the Federal Republic of Germany 
became parties to that accord and members of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization -- which was established to fulfill the Treaty's commitment 
to a joint defense. 

In those early years the military threat to the West was clear. 
Today, while collective defense remains the first task of the Alliance, 
opportunities have arisen -- resulting from more than two decades of 
Western cohesion -- which have allowed the Allies to engage in a broad 
new enterprise aimed at reducing tensions between East and West. 

The Atlantic I\ lliance remains the cornerstone of United States 
foreign policy. In addition t o advancing the cause of peace, members 
can enlarge the purposes of our historic I\.lliance by reinvigorating our 
association to meet the interrelated security, political, economic, and 
environmental problems that confront Uf! in the complex world of this decade 
and beyond.. Understanding, cooperati.on, and consultation must be the 
hallmark of our on-going relationship. 'T'he achievements of the past must 
not be sacrificed to the pursuit of national interests narrowly conceived. 
I rededicate the United States today to that course, for it is only in this 
way that the Atlantic nations can truly serve the cause of peace and 
prosperity for succeeding generations. 

Now, therefore, I, Richard Nixon, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby direct the attention of the nation to this the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the signing of the North Atlantic Treaty; 
and I call upon all agencies and officials of the Federal Government, upon 
the Governors of the States, and upon the officers of local governments 
to encourage and facilitate the suitable observance of this event throughout t.hi , 
25th Anniversary year with particular attention to April, the month which 
marks the historic signing of the Treaty. 

T also urge all citizens to participate in appropria,t e activities 
and ceremonies in recognition of the achievement of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization and its contribution to l\merica's security and well
bein~. 

Tn witneoo wh(~reo.f, T ha,ve hereunto Bet Illy hand this third day of 
April., in the year 0 r our Lord ninet een hundrf'd s('venty-four, and of the 
independence of the United states of America the one hundred ninety-eighth. 
Richard Nixon. 




